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to increase efficiency of 
college operations and
to support teaching and 

enhance learning
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On the sixth of May, the SCC web-
site was attacked by hackers. The 
color of the home page became 
green, some pages looked weird, 
and web authors couldn’t access 
their communities. Luckily, the ITS 
staff were able to fix the problem, 
restore the pages and put every-
thing back to normal. Since then 
a temporary measure was imple-
mented to protect the website. 
However, the ultimate solution to 
secure the website, according to 
SectorPoint, the vendor, is to move 
the website to a SharePoint driven 
web engine.  

In October, the Web Task Force, 
led by Webmaster Don Busche 
and ITS staff member Anh Dinh, 
started planning for the migration 
to the new platform and redesign-
ing the home page. In addition 
to the security features, the new 
platform provides enhanced func-
tionality as well as new functions 
as follows:

Enhanced existing functionality:

• Communities become Sites to 
which publishing permissions 
are given 

• URLs are more user friendly
• Login and edit page buttons 

are visible
• Editing tools allow full-screen 

editing 
• Page and site creation are more 

user friendly 
• Enhanced calendar creation  

with granular control of events 
appear on a master calendar

New Functionality:

• Publishing approval process 
has optional page versioning

• User accounts are Local win-
dows/ADS based 

• Multiple documents upload 
with account password protec-
tion option 

• Supports RSS feeds 
• Adds selectively to faculty/ 

staff directory

The new home page, created by 
Graphic Designer, Eric Harsen, 
and Anh Dinh, includes a stream-
lined layout for easy navigation. 
Additionally, student success sto-
ries add human interest to the 
website and highlight the success 
of SCC programs. The design is 
compliant with the Web Content 
Accessibilities Guidelines (WCAG) 
2.0. 

The new website is scheduled to 
go live in March or April.   Sever-
al hands-on training sessions for 
SCC web authors to learn the 
new editing tools will be provided 
by Don Busche.  For more informa-
tion, please contact him by email:
Busche_don@sccollege.edu.

The Web Task Force, comprised of 
faculty, administers, staff and stu-
dent representatives, welcomes 
your feedback on the new web-
site.

Extreme Makeover of SCC Website
Alice Ho

OC Technology!
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On Saturday, November 15, 2008, while I 
was attending a Student Leadership Con-
ference on campus, I received a text mes-
sage from        AlertU. I was a surprised to 
receive a text message from them as I had 
never gotten one before. It read that parts 
of Yorba Linda were on fire and that some 
homes had burned down.

I quickly called my parents, siblings and 
friends to make sure they were doing well 
and their houses were still standing.

AlertU is an emergency text messaging ser-
vice which communicates critical campus 
updates to its students and faculty in real 
time.  Friends and family members are also 
able to subscribe to receive updates.

This service is very useful to students, fac-
ulty, and family members because it pro-
vides critical information in real time. Be-
cause of this service, users can save time 
and gas in commuting to school when the 
campus is closed due to an emergency. Us-
ers can also respond to emergencies if they 
are on campus.

Because of AlertU, I was able to make sure 
that my family and my house were okay.

Employees and managers who are as-
signed to SCC can sign up at www.aler-
tu.org/scc; and there will be a campaign 
this spring for student enrollment, as 
well.

Jed Wu

According to Apple, 
the iPhone is “… a
revolutionary phone,
a widescreen iPod, and a breakthrough 
Internet device with rich HTML email and 
a desktop-class web browser.”  All of this 
technology comes in a small package 
with a large touch screen interface, which 
is surprisingly easy to use. 

The real power of the iPhone is in its soft-
ware applications. iPhone applications are 
programs that are installed on the phone 
very similar to how programs are installed 
on your computer. The “Apps,” as they are 
called, are programs ranging from grocery 
lists to video games. In fact, these Apps 
can be so incredibly useful that they have 
redefined, for me, what mobile comput-
ing is all about.

There are thousands of applications avail-
able for the iPhone and, to be quite honest, 
a great deal of them are shamefully use-
less. Finding a gem among the pebbles, 
however,  is  a  very  fulfilling  experience. 
Many Apps are free, while some price into 
the $40 range. I would love to tell you all 
of my favorite Apps but in the interest of 
being concise, I will briefly describe sev-
eral Apps that I find very interesting and 
useful in life and in education. 

iPhone 3G!
Scott James
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Song Le 
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Victoria Williams
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The SCC Campus near E and D Buildings

Continued on page 4

Global Positioning System

App: Maps 
(Free - comes pre-
installed)

Description:  The 
new iPhone 3G 
comes with a built-
in GPS receiver. 
The GPS unit, in 
my opinion, is the 
key t o  iPhone’s 

usefulness.  The 
iPhone 3G can access your cur-
rent GPS location, plot your position 
on a Google map (complete with sat-
ellite view, street view, topography, or 
even live traffic view as seen in the 
image here), and give you point-to-
point directions to any search location 
you can think of, all while routing you 
around traffic. There are countless 
ways to use the GPS receivers. 

App:  Where 
(Free - has an ad dis-
played when in use) 

Description:  Where 
"is a location-based 
application that helps you connect 
with the people, places, and things 
around you (iTunes).” You can up-
date your location, status, and 
share that information with any of 
your fellow iPhone friends.   It also 
helps users find the hottest restau-
rants, nearest Starbucks, cheapest 
gas, and, oddly enough, will even 
show you which star constellations 
are above your head and which 
mountain peaks you are looking at 
wherever you happen to be. 

App:  Trails ($1.99)
 
Description: Trails is a GPS applica-
tion that helps you monitor your per-
sonal fitness by tracking and plotting 
miles and elevation. Your personal 
hike, run, or bike ride is placed on 
a handy Google map complete with 
an elevation profile. The Trails image 
shown in the next column displays a 
piece of a mountain biking trail I re-
corded by turning on Trails and throw-
ing my iPhone into my backpack. No-
tice the red line, which was my route, 
and  the  elevation  profile  below.  If 

you are a road cyclist or runner, this 
program will even display Google 
street maps 
a n d  t o p o -
graphic views 
of the terrain.  
While you are 
r e c o r d i n g 
your  route, 
you can also 
continue to 
listen to the 
iPod feature 
or even re-
ceive a call. 
At under 
two dollars, this pro-
gram is a "must have" for every 
athlete. 

Searching 

App:  

(Free)  

Description: Google has added 
voice searching to their iPhone 
App. Simply press Google, then 
voice search and speak into your 
phone. I have tested voice search 
with items I thought would never 
work, like “Olamendi’s Mexican Res-
taurant” and it has correctly trans-
lated my voice search every time. 

App:  Shazam (Free) 

Description: Shazam is 
amazing. Shazam listens to 
any music playing (even with con-
siderable background noise), deter-
mines what song it is, tells you the 
name and artist, and then guides 
you to the iTunes store if you want 
to purchase it. 

App: Safari (Free) 

Description:  iPhone’s web 
browser, Safari, is very 
useful with the 3G data net-
work. Normal web pages load in 
a useful amount of time, making 
mobile web surfing feasible.   Sa-
fari maintains the look and feel of 
web sites. Using mobile Safari is 
very similar to using a desktop web 
browser. 

Fun

App: BubbleWrap (Free)
 
Description:     OK, this App is 
straight up silly. I can’t believe I’m 
even mentioning it, but everyone I 

Maps

Trails



SANTIAGO CANYON COLLEGE TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE - Technology News

	 	 	 	

The College's Technology Plan 
can be Accessed from the 

Technology Committee Web Page

Santiago Canyon College
8045 E. Chapman Avenue

Orange, CA 92869
714.628.4900 (Phone)
714.628.4723 (FAX)

www.sccol lege.edu

Photography, Design 
Desktop Publishing, Editing

 
Raul Mijares, Connie L. Wilson

Members

 Corinna Evett Mary Halvorson
 Al Huerta Alice Ho 
 Scott James Darlene Ornelas
 Cindy Swift Bonnie Slager 
 John Weispfenning Connie Wilson
 Jed Wu (Student) 
 Curt Childress (non-voting)

Santiago Canyon College
Technology Committee

Page 4

(Continued from page 3)

3G iPhone . . .

show it to likes it the best out of ev-
ery App I have. BubbleWrap is a video 
game that has you “pop” the bubbles 
(just like regular packaging bubble 
wrap) on the screen. You get a realis-
tic popping sound that you would ex-
pect from the real bubble wrap. The 
goal is to pop as many bubbles as you 
can in 45 seconds. Caution: Involves 
a few minutes of your life you’ll never 
get back. 

There are countless video games, 
crossword puzzles, Sudoku, and other 
fun Apps available for whenever you 
need to kill some time. 

Accelerometer

iPhone uses an accelerometer in their 
phone. Essentially, this accelerometer 
tells the phone which direction the 
phone is moving. This information is 
useful in many ways.

When you switch the phone from 
standard portrait orientation to land-
scape orientation, the phone rotates 
any supported application into a more 
useful wide landscape view. This wide 
view is handy for viewing web pages 
or looking at pictures.

Video games take full advantage of 
the accelerometer. Instead of click-
ing on arrows to move around in a 
video game, you can simply move 
the phone around. Games like bowl-
ing and golf make you actually swing 
your phone the way you would for the 
real sport. 

Education Specific 

Now that you have an idea of how 
Apps work, let me run down some 
other educational Apps I found 
readily available and inexpensive:
eBook readers, flashcards,  the  en-
tire works of William Shakespeare, 
graphing calculators, math drills, 
foreign language packs, DMV driv-
ers test, sign language signs, SAT 
vocabulary, spelling, this day in hist
ory,  constellations, grade  and GPA 
trackers, and many, many more. 

OK, so now you’re sold; you must 
have an iPhone. Here is the deal, 
they cost $200 for an 8GB iPod and 
you must sign up with AT&T Wire-
less. Package deals vary but don’t 
forget to look up your educator or 
union discount, which can be any-
where from 10-20% depending on 
your union or employer.  

For iPhone Owners

For those of you who have an iPhone, 
here are some shortcuts you might 
not know about:

Home  Button
double click when 
locked (launches iPod 
feature)
click when not locked 
(brings you back to 
the home screen)
double click when not 
locked (brings you to 
your favorites for di-
aling)

Any email or SMS can easily be 
deleted by swiping your finger 
across the width of the mes-
sage.
The ear buds that came with 
your phone have a hidden pause 
and skip iPod feature. Simply 
pinch the mic once for pause 
and pinch it twice for skipping to 
the next song.

iPhone in Education

The information and technology 
available to us in the iPhone 3G is 
staggering. How will you use it?


•

•

•





RESOURCES:

http://www.apple.com/iphone/
features

iPhone - Landscape View


