
AREA 4:  SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

3 courses and 9 semester/12 quarter units are required
Select courses from at least TWO different subjects 

		  C	 IP	 N

Anthropology 100*/100H*, 103, 104
Chicano Studies 101
Communication 225*/225H*
Criminal Justice 101
Economics 120, 121
Ethnic Studies 101
Geography 100*/100H*, 102
History 118, 120*/120H*, 121*/121H*, 
  122*, 124, 127, 133, 152, 162
Human Development 107*
Interdisciplinary Studies 155
Political Science 101*/101H*, 200*/200H*, 
  201, 220, 221, 230
Psychology 100*/100H*, 157*, 170, 200, 
  219, 230, 240, 250
Sociology 100*/100H*, 140*/140H*, 240
TV/ Video Communications 105
Women Studies 101*, 102, 201*

AREA 5:  PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

2 courses and 7 semester/9 quarter units are required
Select ONE course from the Physical Sciences and ONE course from 
the Biological Sciences. One course from group A, or group B, 
MUST have a corresponding lab. Lab Courses are underlined.

A.	 PHYSICAL SCIENCE:  One Course Required	 C	 IP	 N

Astronomy 109, 110*, 112, 140
Chemistry 119*, 209*, 210, 219, 229
Earth Science 110, 115 (F’07)
Geography 101*
Geology 101*, 101L, 150, 201
Physical Science 115
Physics 109*, 210*, 211*, 217*, 227*, 
  237*, 279*, 289*

B. BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE:  One Course Required	 C	 IP	 N

Anthropology 101
Biology 109*/109H*, 109L, 139, 177, 211, 
  212, 214, 229, 239, 249, 259
Environmental Studies 259

AREA 1:  ENGLISH COMMUNICATION

UC: 2 courses and 6 semester/8 quarter units are required   
Select ONE each from group A and B

CSU: 3 courses and 9 semester/12 quarter units are required   
Select ONE each from group A, B and C

A.	 ENGLISH COMPOSITION	 C	 IP	 N

English 101*/101H*

B.	 CRITICAL THINKING/COMPOSITION	 C	 IP	 N

English 103*/103H* 
Philosophy 110/110H*

C.	 ORAL COMMUNICATION	 C	 IP	 N

Communication 100/100H (F’10), 101,  
  110, 111  
Required for CSU transfer only

AREA 2:  MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS 
AND QUANTITATIVE REASONING

1 course and 3 semester/4 quarter units are required

	 Select ONE course:	 C	 IP	 N

Math 105, 140*, 150*, 170*, 180*/180H*,  
185, 219*/219H*, 280, 287 (F’10)
Social Science 219*/219H*

AREA 3:  ARTS AND HUMANITIES

3 courses and 9 semester/12 quarter units are required

Select ONE course from the Arts and ONE course from the 
Humanities. Select a THIRD course from either area.

A.	 ARTS: One Course Required	 C	 IP	 N

Art 100*/100H*, 101, 102
Dance 100
Music 101*/101H*, 102, 103, 104
TV/Video Communication 103, 104
Theatre Arts 100, 101, 103, 104

B.	 HUMANITIES: One Course Required	 C	 IP	 N

English 102*/102H*, 231, 232, 233A, 
  233B, 241, 242, 246, 271, 272, 278
French 102, 201, 202
History 101*/101H*, 102*/102H*
Italian 102, 201, 202
Philosophy 106*/106H*, 108, 112, 115,  
  118, 120
Sign Language 111, 112, 116
Spanish 102*/102H*, 195A, 195B, 201, 202
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AREA 6:  LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH

REQUIRED FOR TRANSFER TO UC ONLY	 C	 IP	 N

Proficiency equal to two years of study in  
high school with grades of “C-” or better. 
Note: This is the only time a C- may be used  
for IGETC certification. Or select one course  
from the following:
French 101
Italian 101
Spanish 101*/101H*, 101B 
Sign Language 110

U.S. HISTORY, CONSTITUTION, AMERICAN IDEALS

CSU Graduation Requirement Only	 C	 IP	 N

Political Science 101*/101H* and ONE of  
the following: History 118, 120*/120H*,  
121*/121H*, 122*, 124, 127

Some CSU campuses may not permit  
these courses to satisfy the requirements 
in Area 4 (Social & Behavioral Sciences).

UC bound students should be aware of the  
UC American Institutions graduation  
requirement at their campus of choice.   
Requirements vary.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND FOOTNOTES

All courses on IGETC must be completed with a grade of “C” or 
better. Grades of “C-“ are not acceptable. Each course acceptable for 
IGETC must have a minimum 3 semester/4 quarter unit value.

Students wishing to use a course to meet an IGETC requirement must 
be sure that the course is on the IGETC list during the academic year 
when it is taken.

(F’) Course approval beginning year indicated

*UC credit may be limited. (1) No credit given for an introductory 
course if taken after more advanced college course, (2) credit may be 
limited for courses with overlapping content, (3) duplicate credit will 
not be awarded for both the Honors and regular version of a course.

Certification is not a UC admission requirement.

Requirements are subject to change.  Please work with an SCC 
counselor to develop an educational plan that includes major 
preparation.



IGETC/PLAN C Information
What is IGETC?
The Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) is a general education program that allows community college students to transfer to a University of California (UC) or California 
State University (CSU) campus, without the need after transfer to take any additional lower-division general education courses.  At SCC the IGETC pattern is referred to as Plan C. Plan C is an alternative 
to completing the lower-division general education or breadth program at a CSU or UC campus.

Is IGETC required for transfer to a UC or CSU campus?
IGETC/Plan C is not an admission requirement for transfer to either the UC or CSU, nor does completing it guarantee admission to the campus or program of choice. IGETC may not be best for students 
in high unit majors such as math and sciences.  IGETC is not accepted for meeting general education at the colleges of Roosevelt and Revelle at UC San Diego, and for other majors and schools within 
the UC system.  However, many campuses and majors within the UC system prefer community college students to complete IGETC.

What are the minimum UC requirements for an upper-division transfer student?
	 1.	 Complete 60 semester units of transferable college credit with a GPA of at least 2.4.  No more than 14 semester units may be taken Pass/Not Pass.  
	 2.	 Complete the following course pattern requirements, earning a grade of “C” or better in each course:
		  v	 Two transferable college courses (3 semester units) in English composition
		  v	 One transferable college course (3 semester units) in Mathematical concepts and quantitative reasoning
		  v	 Four transferable college courses (3 semester units each) chosen from at least two of the following subject areas: Arts and Humanities; Social and Behavioral Sciences; Physical and 

Biological Sciences

What is certification of IGETC?
“Certification” refers to official notification from Santiago Canyon College that a student transferring to any CSU or UC campus has completed the entire IGETC course pattern, with a grade of “C” or 
better in each course.  Students who are certified will not be required to complete any additional lower division general education work after transfer. Certification of IGETC is completed by the last 
community college attended by the transfer student.  Partial certification for all but two (2) courses is permitted.

Can Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) test scores be applied to IGETC/Plan C?
Yes. Students may earn IGETC unit credit for acceptable  AP or IB scores.  A complete list of the acceptable tests and scores can be found in the SCC catalog on pages 42-46.

Can College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) test scores be applied to IGETC/Plan C?
No. CLEP exams cannot be used to meet IGETC requirements.

Are the CSU and UC certification requirements the same?
No. Full certification for CSU must include Area 1, Oral Communication.  The UC does not have an oral communication requirement. Full certification for a UC campus must include satisfaction of the 
foreign language proficiency. This is not a requirement if a student is transferring to a CSU campus. The CSU American Institution and Ideals graduation requirement is not part of IGETC.  Courses 
used to meet the requirement may be used to satisfy requirements for IGETC, however, some CSU campuses may not permit this.  Please see an SCC counselor for more details.  It is recommended that 
students complete this requirement prior to transfer.

What are the other methods that can be used to meet the Language other than English requirement for the UC? (LOTE)
	 v	 Score of 3 on the Foreign Language AP test; satisfactory score on SAT II subject test
	 v	 Score of 5 or higher on the International Baccalaureate Higher Level Examination; score of 5, 6, or 7 on the “A” level exam.
	 v	 Grade of A, B, or C on “O” level exam.  Official records which verify completion with grades “C” or better of two years of formal schooling at the 6th grade level or higher in an institution 

where the language of instruction is not English.
	 v	 Satisfactory completion of a proficiency test administered by a community college, university, or other college in a language other than English.

Does the UC have an American Institutions graduation requirement?
Yes.  Most students will satisfy this through one year of U.S. history in high school or one half year of U.S. History and one half year of U.S. government, completed with a “C” or better (UCLA requires 
a “B”) or a college level course.  UCSB requires a college level course. For acceptable college level courses, or for other methods of satisfying this requirement at each campus, please refer to specific 
UC campus catalogs.

Can students complete IGETC/Plan C coursework at more than one college?
Yes.  Santiago Canyon College will certify courses taken at other accredited colleges and universities.  IGETC courses taken at other community colleges will be placed in the same IGETC category 
identified at the offering college.  Courses must have been on the previous college’s IGETC list at the time it was taken.  Courses taken at other colleges/universities may be used on IGETC if SCC faculty 
determine that the course is comparable to an SCC approved IGETC course or if the course is equivalent to a course on another community college‘s certified IGETC list.  Foreign course work is not 
acceptable for IGETC.

Can a course be used to satisfy more than one subject area?
No.  A single course may be used only once on the IGETC pattern. 

Can a course be used to satisfy an IGETC/Plan C requirement and a major requirement?
Yes and No. The UC will allow a course to fulfill a general education and a major requirement.  However, there are some majors at specific CSU campuses that will not allow “double counting”.  Please 
check with an SCC counselor for information pertaining to your major.  

What if I have a mixture of quarter and semester unit courses, how is this calculated for certification?
It will be calculated to the student’s advantage per Area, using either semester or quarter units. To convert semester units to quarter units multiply the semester units by 1.5.  To convert quarter units 
to semester units, divide the quarter units by 1.5.


