
Math 170 #54533           PrecalculusPrecalculusPrecalculusPrecalculus    OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview                                                                                                    Name____________________________ 

Spring 2012, M/W 10:30 – 1:00 pm, Santiago Canyon College, Math and Science Division 
 

Instructor:  Anne Hauscarriague                                                                        E-mail: hauscarriague_anne@sccollege.edu  
              
Office: U84                                                 Phone: 714-628-4919                         Website: www.sccollege.edu/ahauscarriague 
 
Office Hours:    Mon – Thursday 9:30 – 10:30 (U-84) 
                           Mon & Wed 1:30 –  2:00  (U-84) 
      
Course Description and Purpose:   Advanced algebra topics, including the study of polynomial, rational, trigonometric, 
exponential and logarithmic functions, as well as analytic geometry, will be covered in preparation for calculus.  The graphing 
calculator will be used in this course to explore and reinforce concepts. 
 
Math 170 Student Learning Outcomes: As a result of completing Math 170, the student will be able to:  
  1. Use algebraic, numerical, and graphical process to manipulate & analyze equations, inequalities, & functional relationships. 
  2. Formulate and analyze mathematical models for a variety of real-world phenomenon and use  technological tools to  
      determine the veracity of the model. 
 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Math 160 (grade of C or better) or equivalent skills as measured by a satisfactory score 
on the Math Level 4 Exam in combination with a course equivalent to Math 160. 
 
Required Course Materials: 
Text: Precalculus – Mathematics for Calculus by Stewart, Redlin and Watson; Brooks/Cole, 6th edition. 
 
Calculator: a graphing calculator such as the TI-83 or TI-84 is preferred.    

     (Algebraic calculators such as the TI-89 and cell phone calculators are not allowed)                           
       
Accommodations for Disabilities:  Students with verifiable disabilities who want to request academic accommodations are 
responsible for notifying me and Disabled Students Programs and Service (DSPS) as early as possible in the semester.  To 
arrange for accommodations, contact DSPS at (714) 628-4860, (714) 639-9742 (TTY) or stop by the DSPS Center in E-105. 
 
Math Study Hall (MaSH) Registration:  The MaSH is a service provided by SCC that gives students a chance to supplement 
the learning done in the classroom. There will always be a math faculty member, instructional aides, and student workers on 
duty to assist you when needed. There are also computers in the room on which students can access mathematical software or 
do work for their on-line math class. The MaSH is located in rooms U-78, 79, and 80 (entrance in U-80).   
 
To use the MaSH, you must register for Math 093L (section 54134). This is a 0.2 unit class.  You can register for the MaSH 
when you register for classes or just go to admissions on the ground floor of the E building. Once registered, you can enter and 
exit the MaSH at any time during hours of operation. When you enter, you will slide your student ID card or just type in your 
student ID number at the MaSH sign in computer (no SSN). When you leave, you will sign out the same way. Math 093L is a 
Pass/No Pass class. To receive a “Pass” for the class, you must complete 9 hours during the semester. We track this 
information through the sign in computer, so it is very important to sign in/out every time you use the MaSH. You may lose the 
hours you put in if you do not sign in and sign out appropriately.  
 
Math Study Hall (MaSH) (U80) Hours: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Student Conduct: Appropriate conduct is expected in the classroom.  Based upon the RSCCD Standards of Student Conduct 
(also known as the Code of Conduct) you, the student, will be in violation of the code should you become disruptive in any 
way, such that you disrupt the teaching of this class.  This includes (but is not limited to) excessive talking with your 
peers and cell phone usage, which is inclusive of text messaging.  Students who violate the Standards of Conduct are 
subject to disciplinary action which includes, but is not limited to, removal from class, suspension and expulsion.  Please refer to 
the Student Code of Conduct in the college catalogue for details. 
 
Cell Phone Policy: All cell phones and electronic devices must be turned “OFF” (not on “silent,” not on “vibrate,” not “on”) 
during the entire class period.  I truly believe electronic devices are a distraction to the instructor, to other students, and to the 
user.  My goal is to create the most effective environment conducive to learning.  If there is an emergency situation, you must 
inform me before class begins.  If you are addicted to texting, find another class immediately.   
 
 
Important Dates:   The last day to drop with a fee refund, the last day to drop without receiving a W grade, the last day to 
submit a Pass/No Pass application, and the last day to drop and receive a W instead of a letter grade are listed on WebAdvisor.   
These dates are strictly adhered to, so check WebAdvisor periodically to make sure you do not miss any of these important 
deadlines. 
 



Homework:  In any math course, it is essential to get “hands on” experience with the concepts.  Watching me do problems at 
the board is easy; you need to do it yourself in order to really learn the material.  One important way to do this is by doing your 
homework.  Homework is not to give you busy work or drill.  It is an exercise in learning and reporting what you have learned.   
 
Homework is to be done in pencil.  Start each new section on a new page (back is considered a new page).  Plan to spend at 
least two hours per one hour of class on your homework.  You should be spending 10 hours every week on this class – reading 
the textbook, doing homework, re-writing notes and studying for tests.  Homework is due ready to be discussed by the next 
class meeting.  Late homework is NOT accepted. 

 
Since very little class time is available to discuss homework problems, it is strongly suggested that you get names, phone 
numbers, and e-mail addresses of other students in the class so that you can discuss homework among yourselves outside of 
class.  It is also recommended that you go the Math Study Hall (U 80) to get help with homework questions.  Have your class 
notes and text in front of you when doing your homework and use them to help with similar homework problems.  Particularly 
difficult problems may be worked out at the board during the next class after they are assigned.   

 
Attendance: Attend every class!  If you must miss class, make arrangements to get class notes and assignments from another 
student.  Attendance will be taken at each class meeting.   Perfect attendance and being on time will bring up your grade 1%.  
Being absent, late or leaving early more than two times will lower your grade 1%.   A student may be dropped due to excessive 
absences (10% or more).  Please let me know if an emergency occurs which affects your attendance.   
 
Student Honesty:  There will be several opportunities for collaborative activities in this class; however, collaborating on class 
tests or quizzes will not be tolerated.  Anyone seeking help from or providing assistance to another student on a test or quiz will 
receive a zero and a letter will be sent to the Dean of Students. Breaking these rules on a second test or quiz will result in an F 
for the course. Please see the college catalogue for more details. Homework is expected to be individual work.  
 
  Test Rules: No looking at another students’ desk or paper 
  No sharing of supplies or calculators 
  No talking or using cell phones 
 
Grades:  The grading scale will be:  90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D, Below 60% = F 
        
Tests and Quizzes:   
 

A) There will be weekly quizzes given to students present in class.  There are no make-up quizzes for absent or late students.   
 
B) There will be three 100-point tests.  Dates are on the attached schedule; however, the dates may change if the instructor 

finds it necessary and such changes will be announced in advance in class or through email.  Tests are comprehensive. 
 

C) Tests must be taken on designated days; no make-ups will be given!  If an emergency occurs, you must call me before 
the test to tell me that you will be absent.  A one-time test replacement grade may be used if a test is missed, only if I am 
notified in advance, by substituting the percentage from the final.   

 
D) A comprehensive final exam will be given.  A scientific or graphing calculator may be used.  The final is worth 20-30% of 

your grade so take the time to prepare! 
 
Cell phone calculators are not allowed on tests or in class.  You will need a calculator (graphing calculator is preferred) for use 
in this course.  You may use your calculator for all homework and tests. There is no sharing of calculators on tests. 

 
By remaining enrolled, students hereby agree that they will be held responsible for items described in this 
overview and in the schedule. 

 
How to survive this course: 
 
A) Keep this overview and notify me of any trouble you are having in this course. 
 
B) You are required to read all sections of the text to supplement the lecture because it is impossible to cover all  
       the material in class.  Class lectures make more sense if you have read the material before the date on the  
       schedule.  Plan also to re-read each section after it is discussed in class. 
 
C) Do Every Homework Assignment! 
 
D) Give yourself plenty of time outside of class to review your notes, read the text, work homework problems and 
       study.  If possible, set up a study group of 1-5 other students.   Studying with others can help you. The best way to  
       learn a subject is to teach it. 
 
E) Focus on vocabulary!!  Don’t get behind.  Keep a positive attitude. Get help when you need  it.



 


