
 Math 203 Mathematics for Elementary School Teachers Moore 
 

Journals: Each student will be required to write a journal. Journals are due at the beginning of class - if you 

miss class, you must turn in your journal via another student or to my mailbox at SCC in U84 before the class. 

Each journal entry is worth 10 points. You need to copy out the question.  All questions must be answered and 

readable. Answers must be in complete sentences, paragraph form. Typed journals are always welcome!  

 

Journal 1: 

1) Write your math autobiography. Give me a brief history of your relationship with math. 
 Comment on your attitudes toward mathematics and experiences you have had. Do you feel 

 your early education prepared you well for college mathematics? [Please attempt to limit this 
 to the equivalent of one typed page.] 

 
2) List Polya’ four steps. Describe each step in your own words. 

 

3) Why do you want to teach children? What subjects do you think will be the most interesting to 
teach? What scares you the most about teaching children? 

 
 

4) Can you write a number on a piece of paper? Explain. 
 
 

Journal 2: 
1) Is it helpful to you to see more than one method for doing arithmetic problems?  Explain.  Do  

     you believe it is helpful for ALL students to see more than one method for doing arithmetic  
     problems?  What are your reasons? 
 

 
2) Marilyn said her family made two square pizzas at home, one 8” on a side and the other 12” on  

     a side.  She ate ¼ of the small pizza and 1/6 of the larger pizza.  So Marilyn says she ate 5/12  
 of the pizza.  Do you agree?  Explain.  [Tricky.] 

 
 

3) What did you like the most about the course?  What did you like the least?  What would you 

 change – to make the class better? 
 

4)  What was the most important thing you learned in this course?  Why? 
 


