
 
 

 

 

CHAPTER 13 QUIZ 
1. "Zooarchaeology" is defined as the study of __________. 

 a. plant remains found in the archaeological record 

b. animal remains found in the archaeological record 

c. human coprolites 

d. pollen remains found in the archaeological record 
 

 
2. A "life assemblage" is defined as __________. 

 a. the number of organic remains in a fossil deposit 

b. the community of live animals in their natural proportions 

c. the number of animals that die of natural causes 

d. the part of a fossil assemblage that is actually excavated 
 

 
3. Taphonomy may be defined as the study of __________. 

 a. animal bones from archaeological sites 

b. human coprolites 

c. the processes that operate on an organism after it dies 

d. organic remains from archaeological sites 
 

 
4. Archaeological faunal remains usually consist of __________. 

 a. whole skeletons 

b. bone fragments 

c. partial skeletons 

d. whole animals 
 

 
5. The goal of zooarchaeology is to reconstruct __________. 

 a. animal ecology 

b. plant macrofossils 

c. stone tools 

d. past environments and human behavior 
 

 
6. The number of identified specimens (NISP) is __________. 

 a. the count of the number of individuals necessary to account for all the identifiable bones 

b. the count of the number of bones or bone fragments from each species in a bone sample 

c. the count of the number of species in an assemblage 

d. the count of the number of bones from domesticated animals 
 

 
7. The minimum number of individuals (MNI) is __________. 

 a. the count of the number of individuals necessary to account for all the identifiable bones 

b. the count of the number of bones or bone fragments from each species in a bone sample 

c. the count of the number of bones in an assemblage 

d. the count of bones from domesticated animals 
 

 
8. Through the study of faunal assemblages at Klasies River cave and Nelson's Bay cave, Richard Klein was 

able to demonstrate __________. 

 a. changes in the way people exploited other animals over time 

b. the effects of climate change on animals 

c. the effects of climate change on people 

d. how Magdalenian tools developed in response to the Ice Age 
 

 



 
 

 

 

9. Most long-term shifts in animal species abundance during the Ice Age were due to __________. 

 a. human subsistence practices 

b. climatic shifts 

c. predator-prey relationships 

d. large mammals 
 

 
10. Which of the following may explain why some prey species are favored by hunters and some are ignored? 

 a. taboos and seasonal activities 

b. non-seasonal occupation 

c. ritual hunting activities 

d. overall taste 
 

 


