
 My name is Izabela Ando and my first experience with English as a foreign language was at the young age of 
11 years when I took English as an extra after school activity but the true process of English language 
acquisition occurred in a high school English immersion program, where the majority of classes were conducted 
in English. This experience also triggered my interest in successful second language acquisition and contributed 
to my deep interest in giving people the gift of communication. 

In my twenties, I again recognized the challenges of learning a new language when I moved to Japan.  I both 
learned Japanese and taught English to a wide spectrum of people. Students I worked with successfully passed 
college English entrance examinations.  One important position included teaching English to executives from 
Toyota Corporation. After working in Japan as an ESL instructor for 20 years, my hunger for a deeper 
understanding of language acquisition led to my decision to return to school in the United States. My resolve 
was to deepen my knowledge of language acquisition and instruction at the collegiate level. While investigating 
the various programs of study, I came across the field of Speech-Language Pathology; I knew that this field 
would complement my background and experience, moreover fulfill my desire to understand better the way our 
brain processes the language. I believe that by having a complex picture of language and factors that contribute 
to its successful acquisition we educators can be equipped with effective tools in leading students through the 
demanding process of second language learning.  

Although my collegiate education was an insurmountable challenge at the beginning, it is now a source of pride 
and accomplishment. I have received a Bachelor of Art in Communicative Disorders from California State 
University Fullerton (SCUF) and was admitted to a Master’s Program in Communicative Disorders. I am a 
student and I also work as an ESL instructor. I worked with students from Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, China, 
France, Russia, Colombia, Syria, Vietnam and Thailand.  

Since I came to the United States, I volunteered tutoring ESL and additionally I have shadowed a Speech 
Language Pathologist in an elementary school for a year and a half to observe and understand challenges faced 
by language learners. Additionally, I volunteered at Saddleback Memorial Hospital by joining a team of 
Compassionate Listeners. We listen to the patients and try to meet their emotional needs as much as possible. 
As a Compassionate Listener, I pride myself in receiving a personal recognition from the Saddleback Memorial 
Hospital CEO for “finding something personal to give in the midst of a busy day which meant a great deal to 
those I have touched with kindness and skill.”  

As a graduate student, I hope to further research multicultural populations and their language acquisition. As a 
former foreign student, I know the pain of the inability to communicate effectively, and the exhilarating joy of 
language learning. Because of my international upbringing, being raised in Eastern Europe, living in Japan and 
the United States, and my knowledge of multiple languages, I view language acquisition through an empathetic 
lens with emphasis on cultural diversity.  

When I am not at school or with my students, I love listening to music, watching movies, reading, traveling and 
discovering new places.  

As an ESL instructor, my desire is to help my students with successful language acquisition. You make me 
happy to see you improve the English language and become confident speakers. I want to see you grow and 
fulfill your dreams. I am always there for you. I may not always be able to give you all the answers right away, 
but I will take the time to find them for you. I believe life is a process of constant learning.  

I look forward to working with you. 


