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1. Department:  

The High School and Community Outreach Department 

2. Mission Statement:               

 Our mission is to recruit and prepare a diverse student population to participate in the matriculation 

process, provide critical information on SCC programs and to act as the liaison to the SCC service 

area in order to promote growth and learning via outreach efforts that include presentations, 

information tables, events, and orientations. 

3. Student Learning Outcome: 

As a result of the Outreach staff giving OUSD high school students a math packet during onsite OUSD 

high school presentations, these students will be better able to choose the correct math level test prior 

to Early Decision registration. 

4. Methods: 

The High School and Community Outreach department distributes a math packet during 

application/placement test workshops at the OUSD high schools. There are a total of 9 of these 

workshops for OUSD (2 at El Modena HS, 2 at Orange HS, 2 at Canyon HS, 2 at Villa Park HS and 1 at 

Richland HS). The math packet includes a “Math Decision Chart”, “Math Sample Questions” for each of 

the four math levels, and a flyer on an online service called “MyMath Test”.  

 

Students are instructed to review the math packet and when they call the Outreach department to 

schedule their math and English placement test, the students tell the Outreach staff what math level 

they will be taking. There are currently four math levels: Level I (Pre-algebra) Level II (Intermediate 

algebra) Level III (Geometry) Level IV (Pre-calculus).  The math level that the student chooses is then 

given to them at the time of their placement test check-in, which takes place at their high school. 

Students who take the incorrect test level, must return to the college and retest on different dates.   

Criterion for the Outcome 

The criterion is that with an explanation of the flyers within the math packet, the students would learn 

the importance of taking the correct math level test and therefore will not have to take a math re-test. 

This year’s math re-test results will be compared to this year’s non-OUSD students (these students did 

not receive a math packet) and we expect to see fewer math re-tests from OUSD students when 

compared to non-OUSD. We will also do a comparison of the number of OUSD students who had to 

take a math re-test this year as opposed to last year; last year’s students did not receive a math packet. 

 

 

5. Implementation of Assessment Process: Who? How? When? 

Identify who is responsible for doing each step in the evaluation process (list all the individuals 

involved in the assessment process). (1) The evaluation and assessment of the data was conducted by 

the High School and Community Outreach Specialists.  (2) The preparation of the handouts for the 

Admission Application Workshop and the presentation were all prepared by Outreach staff. (3) The 



Outreach staff conducted an oral presentation with handouts with which students could follow the 

information being presented to them.  During the presentation, the Outreach Staff discussed (a) the 

importance of the mathematics placement test and the possible ramifications that testing into 

developmental math would have on the timeframe for transferring and/or in Associate Degree 

completion; (b) how to use the math decision chart to determine which math level he or she should 

take; (c) how to use the online study tool called “MyMath Test”, that the SCC counseling office 

provided. 

Outline the time for implementation 

The Early Decision Admissions application/placement test workshops were held in the months of 

January and February. These workshops were given to high school seniors from El Modena, Canyon, 

Villa Park and Richland (two workshops per high school except for Richland).  

Identify who were evaluated 

All of the OUSD and non-OUSD students who took the SCC math placement test. These students were 

eligible to participate in the Early Decision or Early Welcome programs.  

Identify who is the intended user of the data that will be collected 

The data collected will be used by the High School and Community Outreach Department, Counseling 

and Testing center to measure the effectiveness of the math packet. 

6. Results 

 

Number of students who needed to retest in 2011: ED (OUSD) vs EW (Non-OUSD) 

Table 1 

 Total # of students 

tested 

Total # of  re-tests  % of students who 

needed to retest 

ED (OUSD) 589 64 11% 

EW (Non-OUSD) 420 45 11% 

 

Number of ED (OUSD) students who needed to retest: 2010 vs 2011 

Table 2 

 2010 2011 % change 

ED (OUSD) 77 64 -17% 

 

As a result of providing a math packet and explaining it to the high school seniors during the 

application/placement test workshop, we were expecting to see a decrease in the number of math 

rests when compared to the previous year. Table 2 (above) shows that there was a 17 percent 

decrease between the 2011 and 2010 therefore meeting our expectations. 

 

Since the 2011 OUSD (ED) students received a math packet and the 2011 non-OUSD (EW) students did 

not receive a math packet our expectations were to see fewer 2011 OUSD students retest when 

compared to the 2011 non-OUSD students. Table 1 (above) shows that there was no difference 

between the ED and EW students which leads us to conclude that the math packet we provided did not 

have a significant impact on decreasing the number of math retests.  

 

 



 

ED survey of the students who took the math placement test 

Number of surveys collected = 338. Survey was conducted during placement testing at the OUSD high 

schools. 

1. How did you feel about math? 

 # of students  

Very confident 45 

Somewhat confident 120 

Neutral 114 

Somewhat difficult 46 

Very difficult 13 

 

2. Which math level did you take? 

 # of students  

Level 1 109 

Level 2 112 

Level 3 120 

Level 4 47 

 

3. How did you determine which math level to take? 

 # of students  

My parents decided 13 

Mymathtest.com 13 

I guessed 17 

Asked teacher or counselor 19 

Practice questions 44 

Math Decision Chart 54 

Math classes I’ve taken in high school 178 

 

4. Did you complete the sample practice questions? 

 # of students  

Yes 156 

No 178 

No answer 4 

 

5. Did the SCC application/placement test workshop help you determine which test to take? 

 # of students  

Yes 201 

No 133 

No answer 4 

 

When the Outreach department conducted the application/placement test workshops at the OUSD 

high schools they thoroughly explained the flyers within the math packet. Because of this thorough 

explanation, we expected the data to show a decrease in the amount of math retests.  According to the 



survey, only 46% of the OUSD students said that they completed the sample practice math problems 

before taking the placement test.  

 

Even though most of the students did not complete the math practice questions, 59% of the ED 

students found the application/placement test workshop helpful in determining which math level to 

take. These results indicated that a verbal explanation of the different math levels was effective. 

 

 

7. Decisions and Recommendations  

 

Identify the groups who participated in the discussion of the evidence that led to the 

recommendations and decisions 

The High school and Community Outreach department and the Dean of Admissions participated in the 

discussion of the evidence that lead to the recommendations and decisions. 

 

Summarize the suggestions for improving the assessment process (including improvement of outcome, 

evaluation methods, criteria, etc.) 

It was decided that the best approach in getting the OUSD (ED) students to take the correct math level 

was for the SCC Outreach staff to assign them their math testing level. The outreach staff will use the 

high school students’ last math class, when they took their last math class, the letter grade they 

received in that math class and the SCC math decision chart to determine which math level the student 

will take. This information will be collected during the application/placement test workshops at the 

OUSD (ED) high schools. The appropriate level will then be given to the students when they take their 

placement test at the high schools. 

 

Summarize the decisions/recommendations made for each outcome 

A total of 11% of the Early Decision (ED) students had to take a math retest which means that 88% of 

the students did not. Compared to the previous year of 2010, we did see a 17% decrease of the ED 

students who had to retest in math. The ED student survey showed that many of the students who 

tested at the high schools did not use the math practice questions provided to them. This same survey 

also showed that 59% of the ED students found the application/placement test workshop helpful in 

determining which math level to take. These results indicated that a verbal explanation of the different 

math levels was effective and therefore the Outreach staff, in an effort to further reduce the number 

of math retests,  will determine what math level test the student will need to take; not the student. 

 

Identify those responsible for implementing recommended changes 

All assessment methods and implementation of recommendations will be developed and coordinated 

by the High School and Community Outreach Department staff with final approval of any changes by 

the direct administrator of the department.  


