
 
        
 
 

    
 
 

 
 
Santiago Canyon College is an innovative learning community dedicated to intellectual and personal growth.  Our purpose is to foster student success and to help 
students achieve these core outcomes: to learn, to act, to communicate and to think critically.  We are committed to maintaining standards of excellence and providing 
accessible, transferable, and engaging education to a diverse community.  (Approved by RSCCD Board of Trustees, 9-23-13)  

 
MINUTES 

EXCEPTIONS TO ACADEMIC REGULATIONS COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

SCC E-107 
 
 

Members Present: Leonor Aguilera, Shawn Cummins, Juana Galvan, Tiffany Garbis, Esther 
Meade, Tuyen Nguyen, Loann Tran, Laura Wirtz 
 
Members Absent: Rudy Carrion, Nicole Torneo, Lana Wong 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting was called to order at 2:10pm by Tuyen Nguyen. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Three minute time limit) 
No public comments were made. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Shawn Cummins moved to approve the minutes from February 22, 2017.  Tuyen Nguyen 
seconded.  Minutes were approved without dissent. 
 

IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
a. Loann Tran Introduction 

Loann Tran was introduced as the new A&R support member of the EAR committee.  She 
will be assuming Esther Meade’s role in collecting, compiling, recording and contacting 
student petitions.  Esther will be taking on new A&R responsibilities in the International 
Student Program and thanked the committee for allowing to participate with the EAR 
committee. 

b. Summary of Voting Since February 22 
A summary of online votes since last in-person meeting was presented.  Committee 
members discussed the benefits to students with online voting when in-person meetings 
are not possible. 

c. General Education Requirements for Local General Education Pattern (Plan A) 
Tiffany Garbis asked questions about the rationale and history for why and how the 
requirements to waive to the local general education pattern became academic policy.  
Leonor Aguilera provided some background knowledge of the differences between 
California Community Colleges and Title 5 versus other states community colleges. She 
also explained the differences in regulations of an associate degree versus a bachelor’s 
degree.  The EAR committee does not make policy and typically sets precedence. 
 

(con’t) 



V. ACTION ITEMS 
a. Petition – Reinstatement (4) 

(3Approved, 1 Denied) 
b. Petition – Exception to Academic Regulation (1), Waiving Local GE Pattern 

(Postponed until all members are present) 
 

VI. OTHER 
Discussion took place about the auto approval process of priority registration.  Tuyen Nguyen 
was going to check with ITS to see what parameters are set for semester GPA and cumulative 
GPA.  Auto approvals alleviates a large number of student petitions.  It was agreed that the 
semester GPA should be 2.0 with no substandard grades (D, F or W), the cumulative GPA 
should be 1.75 and the student can sit out one semester.  Having the system identify 2 terms 
(as opposed to 1 year) was difficult to program.  Any suggested changes to programming 
would need to be discussed with Santa Ana College.    

 
VII. ADJOURN 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:48pm by Laura Wirtz. 
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