
 
        
 
 

    
 
 

 
 
Santiago Canyon College is an innovative learning community dedicated to intellectual and personal growth.  Our purpose is to foster student success and to help 
students achieve these core outcomes: to learn, to act, to communicate and to think critically.  We are committed to maintaining standards of excellence and providing 
accessible, transferable, and engaging education to a diverse community.  (Approved by RSCCD Board of Trustees, 9-23-13)  

 
MINUTES 

EXCEPTIONS TO ACADEMIC REGULATIONS COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 

SCC E-107 
 
 

Members Present: Leonor Aguilera, Rudy Carrion, Shawn Cummins, Tiffany Garbis, Nicole 
Torneo, Loann Tran, Laura Wirtz, Lana Wong 
 
Members Absent: Juana Galvan, Tuyen Nguyen   

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting was called to order at 2:08 pm by Laura Wirtz. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Three minute time limit) 
No public comments were made. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Laura Wirtz moved to approve the minutes from July 26th, 2017.  Shawn Cummins seconded.  
Minutes were approved with 1 abstention. 
 

IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
a. Summary of Voting Since July 26th 

A summary of online votes since last in-person meeting was presented.   
 

V. ACTION ITEMS 
a. Petition – Reinstatement (2) 

(2 Denied) 
b. Petition – Exception to Academic Regulation (1), Waiving Local GE Pattern 

(Denied) 
 

VI. OTHER 
a. Academic Senate Update 

Shawn Cummins reported information presented at the Academic Senate Retreat last week 
regarding the Brown Act.  Committees were reminded to post agendas and minutes within 
72 hours in a public place. 

b. Limitations on Conditional Approvals 
The committee discussed if it was possible to enforce course restrictions on students with 
Academic Dismissal.  The system can only limit the number of units a student can sign up 
for but not specific courses.  Recommendations on course limitations are stated to students 
in email. 



c. Minimum Requirements for the Associate Degree 
The committee discussed the process for international student evaluation. Questions 
regarding why and how the limitations on acceptance of international degree coursework to 
waive local degree general education requirements came into being.  Currently, 
international coursework may not be used to fulfill the four (4) requirements – American 
Institution (B1), English Composition (E2), Reading Proficiency (G2) and Oral 
Communication (G3).  Leonor Aguilera reported that an informal survey was sent out to 
Region 8 Articulation Officers and that it was widely accepted that international bachelor’s 
degree do not supersede local degree requirements.  Tiffany Garbis wanted to know if a 
master’s degree from a US regionally accredited program, in addition to, a professionally 
evaluated international baccalaureate degree could be a consideration to waive general 
education pattern. 
 
Discussion broadened into the minimum requirements to the general education.  Tiffany 
inquired how to start the conversation about ensuring our current general education 
requirements are current. Before conversation can move forward, Leonor recommended 
that discussion take place with Counselors before moving forward to the Curriculum and 
Instruction Council. 

 
VII. ADJOURN 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:03pm by Laura Wirtz. 
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