
Turnitin.com is an internet plagia-
rism detection services used by 
colleges to determine originality of 
student work. Its fascinating ability 
to compare submissions to previ-
ous submissions, internet sources, 
and journal databases has profes-
sors elated and students stunned. 
While the benefits of electronically 
checking student work for plagia-
rism are clear, faculty should con-
sider some important issues that 
have surfaced with the use of such 
databases.

One concern is that the use of 
electronic plagiarism detection 
may avoid the issue of good peda-
gogical practices. Instead of dis-
cussing student responsibility and 
respect, some instructors resort 
to only forcing submissions to 
the service. Charlie Lowe, Ellen 

Schendel, and Julie White of the 
Grand Valley State University writ-
ing department posit that instruc-
tors should be teaching students 
about the underlying merits of 
plagiarism instead of avoid-
ing the often uncomfortable 
class discussions. 

Furthermore, some stu-
dents view required submis-
sions as making predetermined 
assumptions about their own in-
tegrity. Jesse Rosenfeld, a nine-
teen year old student at McGill 
University, stated that the use of 
such services “treats students as 
though we are guilty until proven 
innocent.” After a legal battle, Mc-
Gill finally agreed to give credit for 
Rosenfeld’s assignments.

The software powering Turnitin.com 
was designed by a graduate stu-
dent at Berkeley University in Cal-
ifornia. Interestingly, Berkeley has 
refused to use the system.

Another issue that has been raised 
is the use of students’ intellectual 
property and the possible violation 
of privacy and copyright laws. The 
primary difference between Turnitin 
and other plagiarism detection soft- 
ware is that Turnitin actually stores 
student work, thus, making it more 
appealing for professors and universi-
ties to pay for a subscription. One so-
lution would be for colleges to request 
student papers not be stored in the 
database due to the legal implica-
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tions of requiring student work to 
be “given away” to a "for profit" 
service. Faculty may want to con-
duct further research in the legal-
ity of requiring students to submit 
their property to a database.

Other issues vary and beg to be 
challenged. One criticism is that 
the use of electronic plagiarism 
detection allows technology to 
evaluate and grade student work, 
making it possible for the univer-
sity to profit from allowing larger 
classes. Another criticism is that 
Turnitin may not even be effective 
at catching plagiarism.

The Technology Committee 
promotes the use of technology

to increase efficiency of 
college operations and
to support teaching and 

enhance learning
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The Student Innovation Zone (SIZ) is a computer 
lab within the SCC Library dedicated to student 
experimentation. It’s available to all students and 
community users who wish to explore and create 
multimedia presentations, computer games, projects 
for the web, editing films/videos, etc.

The technology tools available to students are:

◊ Seven Dell XPS 600 computers with dual 
processors and 24” Cinema HD displays

◊  Two Power Mac G5 computers with dual-
processors and 23” Cinema HD displays 

◊ Canon digital 35mm camera
◊ Scanner
◊ Color printer

Specialized software available:

◊ Adobe Acrobat 7.0
◊ Adobe Creative Suite 2

           Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, GoLive, 
 Acrobat Professional 

◊ Adobe Production Studio
          After Effects, Premiere Pro, Audition,   
 Encore DVD

◊ Studio 8 
Dreamweaver, Flash Professional, 
Fireworks, Contribute, FlashPaper

◊ Apple Apperture
◊ Apple Final Cut Studio
◊ Macromedia Captivate

Located on the second floor of the Library, The SIZ 
is open Monday through Thursday 11 am to 7 pm 
and Friday 11 am to 2 pm. Students can check 
out the manuals, tutorials, and CDs at the Service 
Desk; and they can get help from Library staff and 
Student Assistants.
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The bottom line is that Turnitin of-
fers a service that simply cannot 
be reproduced by any amount of 
manpower. Students who are in 
classes that require submission to 
the database remain wary of pla-
giarizing due to the realistic po-
tential of getting caught, providing 
an overall decrease in plagiarized 
text in student papers. Perhaps 
that alone is a good enough rea-
son to consider the use of a pla-
giarism detection tool.
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Ten Things Your Students Are 
Doing With Cell Phones . . .

Joe Yorba

Dog is no longer mankind’s best 
friend; it’s the cell-phone.  Every 
student has one, and they are 
always staring at it: in their lap, 
on their desk, as they walk out of 
class, as they walk into class.  Why 
are they staring at it?  Oh, maybe 
they are reading a text message!

An article written by Tamara Chuang 
in the OC Register dated Septem-
ber 19, 2006, shared at least ten 
other reasons why students may 
be staring at their cell phones.   

They may be watching a televi-
sion show.  Verizon provides V-
casts (streaming video) of CNN, 
Lost, and other shows for $15 a 
month.  Maybe they are finding a 
short-cut route to SAC.  MapQuest 
provides a mobile service called 
MapQuest Navigator.  Sprint pro-
vides this service for as little as 
$4 a month.  They may be check-
ing to see if they have enough 
money to buy lunch.  Yeah, your 
cell phone is now a digital wallet.  
Qualcomm’s Obopay has devel-
oped a banking system that will 
allow any cell-phone number to 
maintain a balance up to $2500.  
If the phone has money, then why 
not buy "stuff"?  MovieTickets is 
developing a system that allows 
users to buy tickets by phone 
and then pick them up at the "will  
call" window. 

None of this sounds very social 
though.  Can we talk?

Helio has recently launched a mo-
bile version of MySpace, but its 
pricey ($65 a month plus min-
utes).  You can share photos or 
home videos by posting them 
on Flikr, YouTube, or other 
sites, simply by transferring 
a multimedia file from your 
phone.  London based Cog-
nima provides the service 
(ShoZu).  ShoZu is free, 
but you may need a data 
plan from your phone 

The General Public Licenses (GPL)  
is a widely used open source soft-
ware license. The license states 
that you can share the software 
with anyone provided you also 
share the source code to that soft-
ware so they can make changes. 
If your company makes improve-
ments, your company shares 
those improvements when they 
distribute the software. This mod-
el has helped create online com-
munities of hobbyist programmers 
and company sponsored devel-
opers who collaborate to develop 
software which is both high quality 
and free of charge.

The Orange Education Center and  
our District have utilized a number 
of programs under the GPL which 
teachers use daily to construct 
and improve their course materi-
als. VLC  media player is a cross-
platform DVD and video player. It 
has a nice feature of allowing you 
to create shortcuts to certain spe-
cific chapters on a DVD, which is 
great for presentations using mul-
tiple DVDs. Also, for editing there 
is software called VirtualDub  for 
video and Audacity  for audio. Use 
Create for splicing together videos 
or audio tracks for use in a lecture. 
The range of software is much 
wider than just audio and video. 
There are browsers like FireFox  
and FTP programs like FileZilla, 
and there is a fully featured office 
suite OpenOffice; a Photoshop-
like graphics editor, Gimp; and a 
PDF maker, PDFCreator.

Sites like Sourceforge.net  and 
Freshmeat.net  have thousands 
of programs free of charge cov-
ering every Operating System and 
nearly every application. While not 
all are as polished as their com-
mercial counterparts, many are as 
stable and fully featured as any-

company.  Speaking of files, did 
you know that you can now re-
motely access files from home us-
ing SoonR?  The basic SoonR ser-
vice is free.  You may also access 
your e-mail or make Skype calls.  
What is Skype?  It is a service that 
uses the internet to make phone 
calls.  The Skype download is free, 
but for this one you will need a 
data plan.

Then there is the music.  Not only 
can you listen to music on your 
phone, you can now buy music 
from your phone.  Napster Mobile 
is a resource for purchasing down-
loadable music, ring tones, and 
artist images from your phone. 
You can also subscribe to the Sirius 
satellite radio service from Sprint 
for $6.95 a month.

Well, that pretty much captures the 
ten things your  students may be 
doing with their cell p hone s .  
Was that ten?  
Wait, where 
is my cal-
culator?

Continued on page 4
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MySpace.com, an online network 
of individuals linked through per-
sonalized home pages, is being 
used more and more frequently 
by both students and faculty. It 
can be used for self-service dat-
ing, finding a job, or just chatting 
with friends. Within MySpace, a 
single user can create their own 
web page in less than a minute by 
providing answers to simple ques-
tions about age, gender, sexual 
orientation, and purpose for using 
the site. The user can then quickly 
upload photos for others to view 
and automatically maintain a pho-
to log of all personal contacts with 
links to their MySpace sites as 
well. In a few short minutes, old 
friends can be located as well as 
their network of friends.

MySpace is the fifth most trafficked 
site on the internet, according to 
alexa.com. However, some users 
are not using it for its intended 
purpose. Young users may be ex-
posed to graphic sites that elicit 
sex, drugs, and profanity. In addi-
tion, inexperienced users may be 
giving out too much personal in-
formation that may threaten their 
own safety. As a result, MySpace 
is now being used to help control 
crime with local police forces.

Some pointers if you decide to 
venture with the MySpace trend: 
play safe! Don’t give out too much 
personal information. Never post 
your home address or any refer-
ence to the location of your home 
anywhere. Also, be careful with 
being open about yourself. You 
may not want co-workers to know 
how you spend your time at home. 
If you don’t want your students to 
see you in your bathing suit, don’t 
post the family photos of you on 
your vacation in Lake Havasu. You 
never know who will be looking! 
(As a side note, you can set your 
account to block unauthorized us-
ers from viewing your site; better 
safe than sorry.)

thing on the market. The GPL has 
changed the way software works 
worldwide. Software under the 
GPL can be downloaded by anyone 
and can be shared with students and 
employees at home.
 
RESOURCES:
www.gnu.org/copyleft/gpl.html
www.videolan.org/vlc/
www.videolan.org/doc/play-
howto/en/ch04.html#id292403
www.virtualdub.org/
audacity.sourceforge.net/
www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/
sourceforge.net/projects/filezilla/
www.openoffice.org/
gimp-win.sourceforge.net/
www.pdfforge.org/
sourceforge.net/
freshmeat.net/

Are you using the technology that is 
available to you? Below is a check list, 
not a "how-to" manual. It is simply 
a list of what is available. It was de-
signed for new instructors, but it applies 
to anyone. The purpose of this article 
is to make you curious enough to ask 
questions and seek out answers.

1. Are you aware that you can 
access the files saved on your 
office computer from your 
computer at home? You can 
also create a file at home and 
save it to the server on cam-
pus. Any files saved on the H 
drive of your computer can 
be accessed remotely as long 
as you have internet access. 

2. You have heard about Black-
board, but, do you know what 
it is? Blackboard is a way of 
using the internet to commu-
nicate with students. Any stu-
dent or instructor with internet 
access can log on. You don’t 
need to know anything about 
designing web pages. Instruc-
tors can use blackboard to 
make announcements, post 
assignments, post documents 
like notes and handouts, hold 
discussions, give quizzes and 
exams, post grades, list web 
links, send group emails to all 
students in a class, and more. 
The best part is you can 
start small. You can start by 
just posting announcements 
and learn as you go along. 

Technology 
Hints For New 
Faculty / Staff
Cindy Swift

3. If you wanted information 
about a committee, would 
you know where to look on 
the SCC web site? The SCC 
web site is full of information. 
If you are looking for informa-
tion about a particular com-
mittee you can simply do a 
search. However, if you want 
a list of all committees, the 
Collegial Governance link is 
the place to go.

(Continued from page 3)
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If you’re looking for a way to 
waste a few hours, try searching 
for a few old friends from high 
school, or try looking for fellow 
faculty and staff members to 
see them in their personal do-
main. You may be surprised!


