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The Pathways to Teaching Program (PTTP) has established a new transfer agreement
with Chapman University (CU). The Chapman Transfer Agreement Guarantee (C-TAG)
has developed a pathway for SCC's PTTP students to seamlessly transition to the
Integrated Educational Studies (IES) major at CU. The C-TAG agreement includes an
articulated curriculum that allows students to complete 2 years of coursework at SCC
before transferring to Chapman to finish the final 2 years in their IES program.
On Friday, October 4th, Pathways to Teaching students had the opportunity to visit
Chapman to learn more about the C-TAG agreement and their IES program. The trip
also included a tour of the campus, a presentation from the Attallah College of
Educational Studies, and a visit to the Rodgers Center for Holocaust Memorial Library.
We are incredibly excited about the new opportunities for PTTP students!
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PTTP Students in front of the Attallah College
of Educational Studies.

Like us on Facebook: SCC Pathways to Teaching
Follow on Instagram: @sccpathwaystoteaching
Phone: 714.628.4928
Email: pathwaystoteaching@sccollege.edu
Location: 3rd floor of the E building
To subscribe to our monthly bulletin,
email: pathwaystoteaching@sccollege.edu
For more information, contact Alisia Thompson at
thompson_alisia@sccollege.edu or by phone at
714.628.4928.

Pathways to Teaching Program
Supports the Success of Future Teachers
The Pathways to Teaching Program provides SCC future teachers with resources
to support their matriculation through the teaching pathway. Our primary goal is
to provide students with services that support their successful transfer to 4-year
universities and eventual admission into teaching credential programs. In the
past year, PTTP students have made great accomplishments towards their
educational goals. The following graphic highlights our program's accolades!
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STEM Teach Mentorship Program Begins Recruitment for Spring 2020
Recruitment has begun for the Spring 2020 cohort of the STEM Teach
Mentorship Program! Alisia Thompson, Faculty Facilitator, has presented in
over 30 STEM-centered courses to advertise for the program. The mentorship
provides an opportunity for SCC students interested in careers as teachers to
shadow STEM Faculty for a semester. Participating students receive a stipend
for their successful completion of 30 hours. Applicants must have a minimum
2.7 GPA and complete a personal statement. Applications are now available!
For more information, contact Alisia Thompson, Faculty Facilitator, at
thompson_alisia@sccollege.edu or by phone 714.628.4928.

What is the CBEST?
A Four Step Guide

What is the CBEST?:
The California Basic Educational Skills Test (CBEST) is an
exam that measures a teacher’s basic skills in reading,
mathematics, and writing. This test only measures a
person’s basic skills to be a teacher and does not test
individuals on the specific content they plan to teach.

1. Who NEEDS to take the CBEST?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Teachers of Color

In California TK-12 Public Schools
Teachers of color are essential to the success of all students!
There is a great need for more teachers of color!
Did you know:

Individuals applying to teacher preparation programs.
Individuals applying for a teaching credential.
Individuals planning to work as a substitute teacher.
Individuals seeking certain job opportunities in education.
Individuals applying for an emergency or short-term teaching
permit.

2. What is on the CBEST?

The CBEST is made up of 3 subtests and can be completed in one 4
hour session. Subtests can also be taken individually or over
multiple sessions. To pass, an individual must earn a cumulative
score of at least 123. If subtests are taken separately, individuals
must score at least 41 points on each section.

• Reading: 50-multiple choice questions
40% critical analysis & evaluation
60% comprehension & research skills
• Mathematics: 50-multiple choice questions
30% estimation, measurement & statistical principles
35% computation & problem solving
35% numerical & graphic relationships
• Writing: 2 prompts
Prompt 1: analyze a given situation or statement
Prompt 2: write about a specific personal experience

3. When SHOULD you take the CBEST?
Students should take the CBEST when they have:
(1) Completed transfer-level Math and English
OR

(2) Before you transfer to a 4-year college or university.

4. How can you prepare for the CBEST?

Participate in CBEST preparation activities hosted by the
Pathways to Teaching Program. Watch for our Spring 2020
Calendar of workshop dates!
Explore CBEST practice tests and resources on the Commission
on Teaching Credentialing website at www.ctcexams.nesinc.com

___________________________________________________________

Tomorrow's Teachers Conference
Friday, March 20, 2020
8:00-2:00 P.M. @ SCC H-106
Northern CA University Tours Class
June 9-11, 2020
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PTTP Welcomes New Faculty Facilitator

___________________________________________________________

SCTA TEACH Club attends Conference
On November 9-10, 2019, students from SCC’s SCTA Teach

Club attended the conference “A New Lens: Another Story” in
Irvine, CA. The conference topics focused on understanding

the concepts of power and privilege, promoting action against
power imbalances, and communicating in ways that develop

meaningful conversations and relationships. The conference
was a great opportunity for students to learn more about
Student California Teachers Association (SCTA) and meet

other college students from throughout California interested

in the teaching profession. The executive board is very excited
to continue to expand the impact of SCTA on campus!
Fall 2019 Executive Board
President: Selaima Tamotuu
Vice-President: Luis Saldana
Secretary: Emily Manzur
ICC Representative: Aylin Sojo
Treasurer: Marianna Barrientos
Historian: Natali Pliego
Ethnic Minority
Representative: Ernesto Garza

Club officers at SCTA Conference

To learn more about SCTA Teach club and their activities,
contact Selaima Tamotuu at sccteach123@gmail.com

_______________________________
Male Future Teachers Network host
speakers from El Modena High School

Sid Davidson and MFTN students

This semester, the Male Future Teachers Network invited two El
Modena High School teachers to speak about their experiences as
men in the education system. Teachers Rich Simons and Sid
Davidson gave candid presentations about their triumphs and
pitfalls in teaching and provided strategies to help students
navigate the teaching pathway. The speakers facilitated meaningful
discussions and gave insight to help MFTN students dream bigger
about their goals and potential impact in education.
Interested in joining the Male Future Teachers Network? MFTN
supports male students' success on the pathway to teaching! We
build a community of male future teachers by hosting workshops,
participating in networking opportunities and touring universities.
Come join us! Contact Alisia Thompson, Faulty Facilitator, at
714.628.4873 or via email at thompson_alisia@sccollege.edu for
more information.
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The Pathways to Teaching Program is
excited to welcome Alisia Thompson to
the team! Alisia is from Baldwin Park,
California and has worked in education
for the last 8 years. She attained her
bachelor’s degree in Neuroscience from
the University of Southern California
and began working as a high school
Biology teacher in Gwinnett County,
Georgia. After discovering her passion
for curriculum development, Alisia
relocated to California to earn her
Alisia Thompson, Faculty Facilitator
master’s degree in Curriculum and
Instruction from CSU Long Beach.
Her educational experiences motivated her to pursue careers in
teacher education where she formerly served as the Program Director
of the Teacher Preparation Program at Cypress College.

Alisia is excited to join the SCC Education Department as an Adjunct
Faculty member and Faculty Facilitator for the Pathways to Teaching
Program (PTTP). In her role as a PTTP Faculty Facilitator, Alisia will
oversee the STEM Teach Mentor program, the Think Together Fieldbased Internship program as well as other field-based placements of
PTTP students. Next semester, Alisia will begin teaching in the
Education Department and add the Male Future Teacher Network
Initiative to her responsibilities. We are grateful to have Alisia and her
expertise as part of both the Education Department and the Pathways
to Teaching Program supporting all of our future teachers!

_______________________________

Educator
Employment
Opportunities
__________________
Think Together-After School Program Leader
Rate: $13.00
Apply at: thinktogether.org/careers
Santiago Charter School-Instructional Assistant-Special
Education
Rate: $15.93-20.44
Apply at: edjoin.org/Home/DistrictJobPosting/1248601
El Rancho Charter School- AVID Tutor
Rate $15.00
Apply at: edjoin.org/Home/DistrictJobPosting/1189081
CARES Program- Child Care Aide
Rate: $12.47-15.19
Apply at: edjoin.org/Home/DistrictJobPosting/1247323
If you would like assistance with your resume or finding
employment, please contact Veronica Hurtado at
(714) 628-4961 to schedule an appointment.
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Alumni
Spotlight
Q & A with Melanie Castillo

4

STEM Student
Spotlight
Q & A with Rani Hussain

Major: Mathematics

In each newsletter, we highlight past and current Pathways
to Teaching students. For the Fall 2019 issue, we proudly
introduce one of our alumni, Melanie Castillo, and current
STEM Mentorship student, Rani Hussain.
Major/Minor: Education Sciences Major
Transferred to: UC Irvine
Date Transferred: September 2019
What are your career goals?
My goal is to become an elementary school teacher. I am
currently majoring in Education Sciences at the University
of California, Irvine, but I am looking into specializing in
Early Childhood Development. I think it is important to
comprehend how children grow mentally, emotionally,
physically, and socially. I want to be able to use this
understanding to create a better learning environment for
all my students.
What PTTP services or activities did you participate in
and did those services help you be successful or with the
transfer process?
The Pathways to Teaching Program is the main reason why
I am able to pursue my career in Education. The staff is
accommodating, encouraging, and will always find a way to
help students out in any way possible. I was able to
complete many assignments using the study center and its
services. I also really enjoyed taking the Counseling 110University Transfer Research course that I took in the
Summer of 2018. The course was a three day university
research class that allowed me to visit various universities in
Central and Northern California to see that there are more
options out there in regards to universities. Attending the
workshops were extremely helpful as well since they guided
me in this unfamiliar process of completing my course
requirements as well as preparing me for transfer.
Any words of advice you’d like to share with other SCC
future teacher students?
Have fun but do not lose sight of your goals. While it is
important to take the time to live your life and have fun, it
is also important to not let this distract you from your
ultimate goal. My advice is that whenever life has you down
and it seems like you will never see the finish line, just take
a deep breath and think of the reasons why you want to
become an educator. It will all be worth it in the end.
RSCCD is committed to equal opportunity in educational
programs, employment, and all access to institutional programs
and activities. To view our Nondiscrimination Policy, visit
sccollege.edu/ndp. For more information, including alternate
format and accommodations, contact us at (714)628-4928
or pathwaystoteaching@sccollege.edu

What are your career goals?I would like to teach Mathematics to
Middle School and/or High School students.
How has the Pathways to Teaching Program helped you?
The Pathways to Teaching program has been incredible! As a returning
student, a mother of 3, and a stay at home mom for over 10 years I am
looking to get back into the workforce. I graduated from UCI in 1993 and a
few years ago, I decided to pursue a Single Subject Teaching credential in
Mathematics. I decided to take classes at SCC to refresh my Math
skills. While on campus at SCC, I found a flyer about an internship through
PTTP. I was blown away by the resources, support and opportunities that
the program provided for students. Through Pathways to Teaching, I was
able to participate in internships. These internships helped me in several
ways: I was able to get experience working with children in a classroom
setting, I gained confidence after being a stay at home mom for so many
years, I was able to get references for future job opportunities, and being in a
classroom environment allowed me to develop classroom management
skills. The support from Jeanell Allengui and Veronica Hurtado were
invaluable. They were positive, supportive, helpful and guided me every
step of the way.
How was your experience with the STEM TeachMentorship?
The STEM Teach Mentorship was an amazing experience that pushed me
out of my comfort zone. In the past, I have completed observations in
elementary, middle and high school classrooms, but I found the experience
of observing a college classroom to be completely different; these are adult
students which completely changes the dynamic of the classroom. For the
mentorship, I shadowed Prof. Jessica Kramer, and attended 4 different Math
classes. During these classes, I paid special attention to the ways in which
Prof. Kramer presented various Math concepts. I realized that It's one thing
to know and understand Math, it is quite another thing to be able to teach
Math. Prior to this program my focus was LEARNING Math, this internship
pushed me to think about how to TEACH it. Towards the end of the
internship, I facilitated an exam review which covered 4 chapters. This was
definitely challenging. As I prepared materials for the review session, I had
to think about which problems to discuss, how to present concepts, and how
to simplify the concepts so that all students could follow the problems. I
prepared handout materials and pored over past homework problems. I was
terrified that a students might ask me a question that I wouldn't be able to
answer, so I made sure I understood everything well enough to be able to
explain it. In the end, not only did I gain a tiny bit of teaching experience, I
also strengthened my Math skills!!!
Any words of advice you’d like to share with students who are entering
SCC and are interested in pursuing a career in education?
My advice is to use the resources PTTP provides.The Pathways to Teaching
department is excellent and provides personalized, compassionate and
meaningful support. As a student going back to school after a gap of 20+
years, I went to PTTP to inquire about an internship unsure of what to
expect and I had a first hand experience of the high level of support that is
available for students. The internships are amazing! They are set up in a
very organized manner; from start to finish, the process is very smooth.
These internships are a great opportunities that allow students to gain some
real world experience while assessing if teaching is the right career for
them.
The overarching message that I received from my experience
with Pathways to Teaching is "We are here for you, we care about your
success, we want you to achieve your goals".

