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THEME: HOMENAJES | TRIBUTES   DISPLAY ALTARS ON THURS. NOVEMBER 2ND 

SCC will hold its annual event honoring this 
historic and cultural celebration, Día De Los 
Muertos—Day of the Dead. Officially 
observed on November 1 and 2, it has deep 
historical and cultural traditions, making it 
the perfect event for Santiago Canyon 
College. 

Day of the Dead is not only practiced by 
Hispanics, but also by Portuguese, Filipinos, 
Italians, French, and is big in Poland, 
Slovakia, Lithuania, Croatia, Austria, and 
Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Office of Student Life and Leadership, 
Spanish Professor Fajardo, and Spanish 101 
students, along with sponsorship from the 
Office of Student Equity and Success, will be 
coordinating SCC’s 2017 Día De Los Muertos 

celebration, creating a time where students, 
faculty, staff and their families can come 
together to create an authentic cultural 
experience that reflects Mexican tradition. 
The purpose of the celebration is to partake 
in ancient traditions and bring community 
members together through art, culture, and 
compassion. 

On the morning of November 2nd, students, 
faculty, staff, families, activists, and artists 
are invited to display an altar to pay tribute 
to a deceased loved one, historical individual, 
or to bring awareness to a social issue. By 
making altars, participants are displaying a 
glimpse of their own life and/or passions. In 
the past, altars have brought unity through 
mutual compassion, understanding and 
dialogue.  

In addition to viewing several beautifully 
created altars, attendees will be entertained 
by cultural performances, food, live music 
and mini altar workshop. JOIN US.  

Altars will be set up the morning of Nov. 2nd. 
For general information or to reserve a space 
for your altar (RSVP by October 30th),             
e-mail: ahumada_edith@sccollege.edu  

 

 An altar at the Fruitvale festival dedicated to 
the 43 missing student teachers of Ayotzinapa 
Normal School in Guerrero, Mexico, who 
vanished. 

 

Alicia Diaz's altar at the Fruitvale Day of the Dead 
Festival dedicated to the child immigrants from Latin 
America. 

 

Día De Los Muertos  
Pay Tribute | Bring Awareness 
 

mailto:ahumada_edith@sccollege.edu
http://www.grupofecsa.com/interno/CATRINAS PNG/


  

 

 

 

There are traditional and/or unique ways 
of creating an altar but there are NO 
wrong ways of making an altar!  

 

Spanish Professor Fajardo will have a 
workshop on Nov. 2nd, detailing the 
significance of an altar and the meaning 
behind traditional items incorporated.  

 

Required:  
 

 

 

 Creatively display your name and 
members of your group, as creators.   

 Artistically incorporate a short 
paragraph detailing information on 
altar. 

 Picture/s of individual/s you are paying 
tribute to (or images depicting social 
issue).  

 Identifying objects: Choose to 
incorporate objects, that individual or 
social cause is known for, objects they 
loved or used to own, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Levels: Decide how many levels the altar 
will have. It is strongly encouraged that 
you have at least two levels.  

 Skulls: These skulls can be sugar skulls!  

 Marigold flowers: You may consider 
making a design with these flowers’ 
petals. 

 Candles: Try using flameless LED 
candles (open flame is not allowed).  

 Perforated paper: Colorful perforated 
paper (think square paper snowflakes, 
google: papel picado).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Table Cloth: Usually an altar will have a 
table cloth or something fully covering 
each level.  

 Food or Bread: Try incorporating an 
individual’s favorite foods (no alcohol 
allowed on campus).  

 Describe and label each symbolic item. 

 

Please know that we will not replace, 
compensate, or be responsible for any 
lost, stolen, or damaged item/s. 

 

1. Select a Team and reserve a spot to 
display your altar. RSVP with Edith 
Ahumada before Oct. 30th : 
ahumada_edith@sccollege.edu 
 
2. Decide on a Theme (a family loved one, 
historical figure/s, social issue, etc.).  
 
3. Assign tasks, considering the above 
required and suggested items: list names 
and what each member will contribute, 
decide how each level of the altar will look 
like, discuss how to build your altar 
(moving boxes, reserve a table with Edith 
Ahumada, etc.), what should the 
descriptive paragraph include and how will 
it be incorporated, etc. 
 
4. Get together as a group to build and 
follow up on design. Display on the 
morning of Thursday Nov. 2nd on SCC’s 
Vazquez Promenade (disassemble and 
take on Nov. 3rd).   

To Be Considered:  

Making an Altar 

Working with a Team 


